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DOMINICA, 
HOUSE _OF ASSEMBLY 


HANSARD. of the Proceedings of the Ninth Meeting of the Fourth 
Session of the Second Parliament under the Dominice Constitution 
Order, 1967, held at the House of Assembly, Government Headquarters, 
Roseau, on. Friday 6th December, 1974, at 10.00 a.m, 


PRESENT 


The Honourable E.H, Francis , Speaker oe 
‘The Honourable P,R, John, Premier and Minister of Finance & Develo, nent: 


" uv L,I, Austin, 0.B.E., Q.C., Attorney General 
" " H.L. Christian, M.B.E., Minister of Education & 
Health , 


Me, tn . ByA, Leslie, Minister of Communications and Works 

ee " -R.O.P. Armour, Member for the Roseau South 
Electoral District 

i E.Je PLEO Member for the Yestern Electoral 

. = District & Parliamentary Secretary 

. ” phe Tavernier, Second Nominated Member & Deputy 

Speaker 
monY a A.C, Active, First Nominated Member | 
" - A. Moise, Member for the South Western Wiaptora’ 
District & Leader of the Opposition 

~ * " R.S, Fadelle, Member for the Southern Electoral 
District 

" i Mary Eugenia Charles, Third Nominated Member 

wa o P.A.S. Stevens, Member for the North Eastern District 


ABSENT 


The Honourable Thoms Etienne, Minister of Agriculture, Trace 
& Naturel Resources & Deputy Premier 
(out of the State) 
The Honourable J,L, Royer, Minister of Home Affairs. 


1. PRAYER 
The Meeting opened with the prayer read by the Speaker. 





2. GOVERNMENT NOTICES | | 


Clerk: -  @overnnerct Notices . 


ae Premier, lir. P.Re John: Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to give notice ] 
that at a later stage of the proceedings I shall move the bills 
standing in my name on the Order Paper. 


3.  BILIS : : : ‘ 
Clerk: Bilis, 3 


Suspension of Shee in Order No. 57. 
Hon. Premier, Tir, P,R. John: Mr. Speaker, it is Sssential for 
reasons of National importance. that the bills appearing on the Order 
Paper should be taken at short notice. I would like to move that 
Standing Order No. 57 with regard to the prior publication of bills, 
Mr. Speaker, be. suspended in order that the bills be taken through 
all theirstages at this meeting. 


Hon, Attorney General, Mr. LI. Austin: Mr. Speaker, I beg to second 
the motion. 


Hon. Third Wominated Member, iiss. ME. Charles: Mr. Speaker, on a 

point of cnlightmment,this is the first time thet this has been done 
Since I am a member of this House. We elways have all bills for 

three readings, and . certainly en emergency meeting is entirely a 

matter in your, comprehension, and if you decide that we -+have an emergency 
- meeting we have it. i would like to know:why in this instance we 

are being asked to havethe three re®dings in one sitting, when in fact + 
it is always being done. I am giad to know if it will still be 

allowed. 


Speaker; If the circumstances warrant.it, I believe what strictly 
the Honourable Premier is referring to is the’ question of publication 
of the bill, so that leave to. go through all the stages of the bill 
before publication is sought” and is mngiieaD 


(i) AN ACT TO AMEND THE PROHIBITED AND UNLAVEUL SOCIETIES 
AND a Sake EAN ACT, Noe. 32 of 1974. 


Hon. Premier: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that. the bill shortly entitled 
"the: "Prohibited and Unlawful: Societies end Associations (Amendment) 
Act, 1974; be read a first “at 


Hon. Minister of Education ~ Health, Mr. H.L. Christian: Mr. Speaker, 


I beg to second the motikon. 


Clerk: Prohibited and Unlawful Societies and Associations (Amendment ) 
Act, 1974. 


Hon, Premier; lr. Speaker, I beg to move that the bill shortly 
entitled "Prohibited and Unlawful Societies and Associations (Amendment ) 
Act, 1974" be read a second time, 


The object of this bill is to make provisions for dealing with 
public officers who infringe the provisions of the Prohibited and 
Unlawful Societies and Associations Act, and to meke some amendments 
thereto, and to provide for the burden of vroof in charges brought 
under the Act, 


Mr, Speaker, in clause 3, for the definition "Public Officers' we 
say "No member of an unlewful society or asgociation shall hold an 
appointment in the public service of the State. 


(2) Any public officer charged under this Act with harbouring, concealing, 
aiding, abetting or supporting or conspiring with a member of.an. 
unlawful society or association shall be forthwith suspended from his 
duties in the public service, without pay, pending the determination 
of his case; ) 


(3) Should a public officer be acquitted of an offence under the 
preceding subsection, the Public Service Commission shall .taking all 
the circumstances of his case into consideration, then determine 
whether or not such-an officer erice and proper person to resume 
his EES in the public. service. aid 

Mr. Speaker, in the present Promina tanasa there are ‘eee 
officers who work in certain areas where they are deemed by the © 
Security Authorities as Security risks and in the’ present Rules for 
the Public Service Commission, you iad forward charges against the 
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eriwes and the officer has to reply and there is a long, long set 

of red tape. We had instances, Mr. Speaker, at the Prison, particularly, 
where there are suspected members of the Association,they are known 
by members .of the public for their complete association with this | 
cult, yet they are-prison Officers. They have done many things at 
the Prison, but for one reason or the other, certain members of the 
public do not want to get involved and there is a sort of 'hush, hush! 
attitude. We have had instances where a Prison Officer was seen 
during the National Day Celebrations around Rosesu with a document 
asking for donations to raise funds for an appeal for the condemed 
Trotter, Now this men is a Prison Officer, but Dominicans, as I 

said earlier on,. seem to adopt the thush hush! attitude, and no one 
wants his name to ve mentioned, so these. are the sort of things that 
we have. happening. The said officer was seen.on the day after Peter 
Alleyne was condemed, at Canefiéld with Peter Alleyne in his car, 
taking a bath. Lt has been brought to our notice - just last week 
that certain relatives of Trotter went to. wisit him, and a car was on 
the Bellevue Rawle road waiting; a certain officer went in to the 
Security block, opened the cell and trotter was. way out in the large 
area already, when an officer came in time and brought him back inside. 
I would like to inform the House that the British Government has given 
specail funds in order to. properly secure and fence the Prison, This 
would include a new Tower in the Prison building with an alarm etc., 
in order to make the Prison more secure. | 


My, Speaker, also, onion. the sotncon Act the Police have no. powers 
when they enter. premises to seize certain documents and this bill 
(clause 4.) seeks to give the police the necessary powers to seize any 
book, document or other printed matier and also gives the lIfgistrate 
the power to determine whether these documents should be destroyed. 


Mr. Speaker, in clause 5 the burden of proof for a person to 
determine whether he is a member of an unlawful association is. put on 
the defendant to prove in Court that he or she is not a member of an 
unlawful association. 


Mr, Speaker, this is a very short bill with four amendments and 
[I commit it to the House. 


Hon. Attorney General: Mr. Speaker, I beg to second the motion. 


Hon, Member for the Roseau South Flectoral District, Mr.-R,0.P. Armour: 


Mr. Speeker, I have spent an hour end a half or moron the road at 
break neck Speed trying to reach’ this House. One mind told me that 


I should not’ attend; but I think I teas so mad thet I finally decided 
that I had to be here end I had to be here on time. This meeting 
of the House of Assembly is one of the most useless bits of politics 
that we-as legislators have been subjected to over the short: life 
history of the House of Assembly. We have heard the Honourable Premier 
come here this morning and talk of the reasons, not as eloquently as 
he did at the last. meeting. Of course, we all supported the last 

bill with several objections but he says that people have been adopting 

a 'hush, hush! attitude etc., and everyone knows of people being 

associated, Mp, Speaker,I do not knar exactly what he means; but if 

the motivation behind this line of reasoning means that what he wishes 

is powers to arrest on rumour without evidence, when people fail to 

come forward, because thim say' and 'them any. that so and so did 

‘this’ and that,’ tHen I think a serious situation will arise in* Dominica. 

Mr. Speaker, everyone knows that the Prison is badly lighted, badly 

guarded, and badly secured. And every member of this House would support 
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any Measures to secure the Prison from people running in and out, but 
in saying this I am not supporting this bill, becuase I do not believe 
this flimsy excuse is the reason for this bill and this bill is totally 
unnecessary. lr. Speaker, hardly a week has passed since we passed 

a law saying that - “ny Association whose member etc., etc., practiccs 
acts of terrorism etc., is against the law. Section 4 of that Act 
said that "every member of an unlawful association is guilty of an 
offence against this Act." And the offence carried a minimum penalty 
of 18 months. 


Mr. Speaker, two days ago I heard rumours that there was going 
to be a mecting of the House of Assembly, Late last night a couple of 
police officers, good friends of mine, cane to my home at Hodges and 
handed me this flimsy little piece of peper, instigated because of the 
petty politics of a few bankrupt noliticiens, which has a few clauses 
which are absolutely useless to the. orcement, of law and order in Dominica, 
It docs not gPnana che SeeathckaGbe!’ puMMtEgS ANG. thom to lg 
We have a clause here in this bill which says - " No member of an 
unlawful society or essociation shall hold an appointment in the 
public service of the State." Mr. Speeker, this whole bill hinges 
around this clause. This law is intended tosay that if you are in 
the public service and you are a member of the Dreads, you must not 
hold this appointment. But, Mr. Speaker, I do not know whether we 
have: reached the stage, whether the Attorney General is too busy with 
other things to know what he is supposed to be doing, but we think this 
is absolute bunkum with all due respect. After you have passed a 
law which says that any membcr of an unlawful association is guilty 
of an offence, ond automatically is liable to a prison sentence of 
18 months, you waste my time on Banana day to come here and tell me 
that if he is a member of the society he is no longer a member of the 
Public Service. How can he be a member of the Public Service if he 
is in Prison for 18 months? Mr. %peaker, I want them to ask me that. 
Mr. Speaker, we go on in this Bill, and this Bill is the dirticst 
piece of legislation I have seen come to the Statute Books of Dominica, 
We come here from this first clause and we go on to the second clause - 
"In any prosccution for an offence under this Act the burden of proving 
thet he has committed no such offcnee shall be on the defendant. 
Mr, Speakoi, before this we have a clause which says that a member 
of the Police Foree, I don't mind the police "orece, I have the absolute, 
utmost respect for the Police "oree because they are trained men, but 
it goes on in this whole bill to talk of the members of the Defence 
Force, the rural Constables ctc., in fact a whole army of pcople and 
all these laws are designed so that a whole army of untrained men are 
now let loose on the public. And lk, Speaker, under a capable 
Government in times of emergencies I do not mind this thing, but when 
we realise that we are now in the hands of bankrupt politicians who 
are afraid to face the polls, we wonder whether this is not an excuse 
to spring an Election on an unwary public under the guise of national 
emergency, 3 


Mr. “veaker, we have a cleuse here which says ~ "A member of the 
Police Force in the course of a search of eny person or any premises 
Shall seize any book, document or other printed matter which he considers 
is being used for furthering the aims of the unlawful society or 
association; or is prejudicial .to public safety, public order, 
public morality or public health," The other sub-clausw talks of 
if in case a man is charged a Magistrate may, if he is satisfied burn 
books ctc., but there is no connection between those clausc$; In other 
words without Aidiciary: discretion, you are saying that any book 
considered in tho discretion of a layman, not a Magistrate, can be 
seized. Ie. Speaker, I, in the course of my life have read every sort of 
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book including the Communist Manifesto and I am quite sure that the 
Honourable Premier, Attorney General and all Ministers have read these 
books as well (Hon. M.E. Charles: Wot all, one camnot read.) (laughter) 
With that obvious exccption. We don't know what is good. I may 
have a sex book at my home, they may tell me that this is..public. 
morality,and thepoliceman will come and seize the sex book and take it 
aWaye it - Speaker, I am not against the objective of hunting Dreads 
in Dominica when they have molested the population, but + am against 
the whole tenor of a law which I believe is absolutely useless to 

law enforcement, 


Let us look at the lav, Me. °perker, - What is the use of clause 
3, of this Act to amend the Prohibited end unlawful. Societies. and-::. 
Associations? I consider this cleuse to be absolutely useless bec@&use 
all the substantive rowers have alrerdy been given. lause 4 which 
telks of Search and Seizure without the necegsity for this being 
brought to a Magistrate ar to e Judge, without the necessity of any 
subseruent judicial process, I consider bad. Section 5, in any 
prosecution for an offence under this Act the burden of proving that 
he has committed no such offence shall be on the defendant." Ir, 
Speaker,» we have never before in the annals of British justice been 
accustomed to law - this I know in one judicial system - the French 
Judicial system - where this is put on the public in that you are 
arrested brought before. the Magistrate, and in the words of the 
Honourable Premier, we hear that he is a member of the Dreads and you 
stick him there in the box and he then hag to produce evidence to prove 
that he is not a member of the Dreads, r. Speaker, how many non-Dread 
people are going to be caught by this useless and unnecessary law. 


I want to make a submission here, Mr, Speaker, Last meetig of 
House of “ssembly I said that I would not speak unless I could have 
got the assurance of the Speaker and the Premier that the words of 
the legislators would be broadcast. . We wore given this absolute 
assurance, I pointed out because of the utterly useless lackeys 
which surround this Government no fair summary could be done. rue 
to form in the night I heard over the Radio that Armour said that the 
laws werc barbarous; that's all, just about one sentence, I objected 
to parts of the law because they were barbarous. In the whole course 
of half an hour's talking in this House, all that they could tell the 
public was that Armour said that the laws were barbarous. Jr. Speaker, 
we have now become disaccustomed to expecting truth from ccrtain members 
of this House and I believe that the time has now come when the public 
should decide whether it wants government or no government ak all,«.... 
(interruption) 


Speaker: Mr, Armour, are you seying that in any way that the House 
has retracted on its promise? ; 


Hon, R.O,P, Armour: Not the House, Mr. Speaker, it's the Speaker and 
the. Premier, | : 


Speaker: In what way? Did you mention any veriod of time within which 
that was to be done? | ; 


Hon. R.O,P.. Armour; J rest not on your words but on Hansard. ~ 
Speaker* Yes, It didn't say when and as far as I am concerned the 


O.K, has been given to broadcast whatever You said ot you didn't say, 
so I don't sce the problen, The Speaker knows nothirg of electronics 


Hon. R.O.P, Armour: Mr. Speaker, may a continue, I have heard you, 


She 


or the manipulation of machines and tapes, all I can do is to ..(interruption) 


Hone R.O.P. Armour: Is that why you accepted the Chairmanship of the 
Committee? 


Speakers Yes. 


Hon. R.O.P. Armour: May I go on vhen you are finished, Mr, Speaker? 


Speaker: Not just as you like, Mr. Armour. Uf you will confine 
yourself to parliamentary language and avoid directing insults at the 
chair and at persons in the House and conduct yourself according to 
a certéin decorum of behaviour, then and only then you may continue. 
TI mean every vord I say. | 


Yesterday, I have become aware that there are many foreigners in 

Dominica, who seemed to have come here to find out what's happening. 

We have heard radio broadcasts on this. subject — "Prohibited and 
Unlewful Societies and Associations (Amendment) Act!! from the Premier 

a few weeks ago, We have heard other radio broadcasts on the same 
Matter since then, One little girl in the North who hes not had the 
benefit of a Secondsry Education, remarked in @ crowd one day, that 
everytime time Patrick John syeaks they seem to go out and kill somebody. 
Mr. Specker,I am trying to make a point, the point I em trying to make 

is thet we have hed hitherto in Dominica a Democratic society where 

we've had traditional seperation of the legislature, the executive and 

the judiciary. Under our traditional government we have hed police 

who are allowed to function within their departments efficiently and 
given funds to do their jobs. Mr. Speaker, I believe that the politicis-— 
ing, the injection of too mich politics into the whole question of the 
Dread's issue is doing untold damage to the name of Dominica abroud 

and wé are reliably informed that the present attitude of the Government 
in attempting to clover up its complete economic failures, white-wasning 
everything, and putting it on a national emergency is doing us such 

harm that we will take too long to recover. Ur. Syeaker, I have been 
informed, no less than yesterday, and the Premier may make a statement 

on this if he wishes, that the entire crew of the Deep Water Harbour 

has packed up, they have gone back to Chicago, they have said that they 
Will come buck to Dominica when the situation returns to normal. I 

would like a statement on this, because this is a serious statement. 

The implications, Mr. Speaker, I fear are more than the issue of the 
Dreads. tt is the issue whether a bankrupt Government should interfore 
in commercial contraéts,interfere with the livelihood of Dominicans ba 
and the willingness of foreien people to invest here for petty political 
ends. We are challenging a government which has come into power 
without facing the people, to go to the polls now and go to the nolls 

on the issues of the day. I will sey no more except to say that this 
is an absolutely useless piece of lezislation, a disgrace to the Statute 
books. JI will oppose it now, and + will oppose it always, Mr. Speaker. 


Hon, Third Nominated Member, Miss M.E. Charles: Mr, Syenker, if I may 
be allowed to quote from & newspaper with which you are very familiar, 
the "Educator" of the 4th December 1974. in which a broadcast by the 
Honourable Premier of the 28th, November, 1974, has been repeated in 
full. With your permission, Mr. Speaker, In this broadest the” 
Premier says, "“Wvery citizen owes alligience and loyalty to his country 
especially in moments of peril and I exnect the highest degree of 
patriotism from every citizen of Dominica today, regardless of the’ 
sacrifices that necessarily may have to be made in the interest of © 
our country." rr. Sneaker, I did not hear this broadcast, because” 

I find it difficult to listen to Radio Dominica since the accents and 
pronunciation are a litile bit difficult for me to understand, and 
therefore I was not aware of this broadcast coming on and so didn't 
listem, However, having read this sentence, Mr. Speaker, I wishto say 
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that the Premier did not hope in vain, * He has the allegiance and 
loyalty, the country has the allegiance and loyalty of every citizen 
and he can rest assured that we are prepared to make the sacrifices 
necessary to bring our country back to an even keel, But, Mr. Speaker, 
sacrifices must.not pe asked in vain and I object strongly to being 
called to.a meeting of this House of Assembly for the purpose of 
debating these two stupid little pieces of legislation that are here 
before us. Mr. Speaker, we know that there are many things required 
to tighten the security of the State, and I am prepared to come at 
shortest notice possible to see that these measures are put into 
effect for the purpose of safeguarding the lives of people, safeguarding 
the living of people in the State. But 1 am not prepared to let 
myself be made a monkey of by the Government of Dominica, And if 
they intend to pass legislation which is to assist in keeping law 
and order, and I will confine myself before I am interrupted, Hy, Speaker, 
to the one tmtisunder debate now, and they produce this, Mr. Speaker, 
I am afraid that I must find fault with the Government because it is 
gbvious that this is being done for the purpose of making a big 

outside of Dominica - the government takes charge of the 
situation, the government calls an emergency House of Assembly Meeting - 
and of course the details will not be given. We will not be told 
that useless legislation is being passed. | 


Mr, Speaker, when I spoke on the-last occasion here, I made it 
quite clear thet a lot of the legisletion thet we were being asked 
to nass at the time were unnecessary because these crimes are already 
looked efter in our Statute Books. ‘But in view of the feeling and 
the public feeling, I was prepared to ro slong with it and let the 
lew go through, even though there were sections that were completely — 
unnecessary. We still have criminal conspiracy, what I did say 
end I repent again what we require is 2 legally trained man working 
with the police who can in fact put down the @harges as soon as the 
crimes are committed. We cannot have 2 legal officer who is too busy 
looking after getting money for this bankrupt State and therefore 
cannot do the work thét he is really employed to do. It is no fault 
of his, it is the fault of the Government that they will not put the — 
right things first and look after priorities. wr. Speaker, it is 
necessary that the police be assisted if -law and order is to be maintained 
and I insist, and I repeat, and I will do so every time that I am 
given the opportunity. I insist that the police require a legally 
trained man to ley the charges so that they can get the convictions, 
Mr, Speaker, I know thet I am not supposed to draw on my other experience 
when I talk in this House, but it is only this week that some barristers 
were in the Court and there were some defendants before the Court and 
the charges could not hold because the police had not been properly 
briefed and advised. And, Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt at all 
that you cannot expect the police Force to look for your man, to find. 
your man, to .get the evidence around the charge and expect them | 
to prosecute themselves, t is time that we understand priarities | 
and we get the right assistance for the police where it is required, 


So, My, Speaker, we have now before us legislation which apparent ly 
is aimed at Public Officers. I have seid before in public and in 
private that witch hunting is not what. we must be doing. Those 
of us who have information must give it to the Government so that 
the Government can take action to make sure that security is maintained. 
And perhaps judging from what the Premier has just said referring to 
persons who could not help but be recognised, and this I will always object 
to, it is unfair to talk about civil servants in such language that 
you know cxactly who is being spoken about when no action is being 


he 


Hon, M.E. Charles 


taken or no action is intended, There is no wey for that civil servant 
to answer the Fremier in this House of Assembly and therefore I think 
it unfair that this edventege should be taken, And may I suggest to 
the Premier that when the people come to hin. including myself with 
whispering campaigns, he insist that they give en affidavit 

of the evidence that they know of, then you will have them hog-tied 
and they will not be able to be bashful in future, they will not be 
afraid to come forward and say whet they know, so thet charges can 
Stick when there are charges to stick, | | 


Hr. Speaker, we heard very little about Communism in this House 
last tinue, very little. There was one refereiuce only when the Premier 
Spoke to the fact that the intentions of the people were communistic 
but we have hoard a. lot on the Radio about Commmists and Communism, . 
Mr. Speater, I decry this attitude, this panic button that is being 
pressed about Communism. There is no one in this House who honestly 
believes that there is an international communist move in’ this place. 

There is no doubt that the persons who are giving us trouble today 
are commnistic in their outlook. But, Mr. Speaker, they arc morely 
repeating what the Labour Party has said for the last fourteen years. 
They have merely kept on with the things we have been told to say, 


They have only spoken of thave' and thave not', that Jand must be taken 
away, that people's grapefruit cnop belongs to the poor. They have 
heard this from the Labour Party, so if today they are putting these 
things in practice, let's not call it Communism, iet's call it 
Socialism to which you the Labour purty ascribed yourselves, And 

this is what the people are doing, they are in fact practising what 
they have been taught for fourteen years, The fact remains that they - 
have gone too far, We've always on this side spoken against ‘the 

idea of the Labour Party training people along these lines. So 

let us not use the Election smoke screen and talk about Communism 

and rush ourselves into an Election which we think we can win cven 
though we don't follow the Electoral Act, even though we are: in fact 
breaking the law ourselves, let us not go into this. There is alaw 
Which save that liste should have been up on the 13th Septembers thet 
jaw hes been breached end there hes been no ettempt in this TIousc to 
émend that lew, veceuse, Mr. Speaker no one can amend the House of 
Aesembly Act by passing an S.R.O., and of course the Courts will no 
doubt tell you that in future. But, Yr. Srerker, here you have a 
House which itself breeks its law and trying to make more law, Clause 
5 refers to the Public Officers ~ "No member of en unlswful society or 
association sh.l1l hold an appointment in the -ublic servico of the - 
State." Mp. Speaker, by the "Prohibited and’ Unlawful Socicties 

and Associations Act", every person who is or becomes a member of an 

unlawful association is guilty of an offence, qe. Speakscr, is there 

anywhere in the laws of Dominica which sevs where & civil servant is 

a criminal that he must remain a civil servant or he must be made a 

Civil servant? Of course we do know that there are Favourites of 

the parties in power, they either preynt thesc people being prosccuted 

for theft outright, or. when they have /prosvcuted they close their oyes and 

they rc-cmploy them, all up to them. ‘But the fact remains that you 

have a civil Service Act and that Act provides for thc modec of. discon 
tinuing sorvice and there is absolutely no necd for this clause S 

since in fact you cen dismiss the man because he is a criminal, Because 
if he is a member he is a crimins1] that is what the law that we passed 

at the last mecting says. But, Mr. Speaker, to go further and to give 
that very biased Commission, the Public Service Commission, which -is 
created for the purpose of doing the dirty acts of Government, we saw 

that all last year, to give them the power when a man has been discherged, 
that the Court has said that he is not a member of the. association, 
therefore he is not a criminal and you are going to allow the Public 
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service Commission under that clause, taking in all the circumstances 
of the case, to determine whether or not an officer is a fit end proper 
person to resume his appointment in the Public Service. My, Spealzer ; 
that again is completely unnecessary because sgetion 14 of the 
Civil Service Aet' at (j) allows for retirement in the public intcrest. 
find there is no redson why if a man is not a criminal but has so 
conducted himself that it is not in the public interest that he should , 
remiin « Civil Servent, that he should therefore be dismissed. You 
do not reqitire that Gauss to tell you so and I think it is a complete 
waste of time to bring us to this House for Clause 3, which of course 

I am going to vote against, Mr. Speaker. 


“Now, Mr. Speaker, we have clause 4. You will excuse me if I 
go through it clause by cleuse. This clause deals with "Seizure 
and destruction of documen's", Ly, Sverker if I mey agvin be permitted 
to read from that illustrious news pe. yer with which you are well 
acouainted, the same issue, an article written by “apeta", someone who there-~ 
fore‘realises that he cen no longer put his néme because of his position 
in Government and therefore he uses the nick=name of 'Zapatat (laughter) 
(interruption) 


Y pea eile It is a good thing I don't have a position in Government. 


Hon. ME. Charles; Wo, Sir, your position is above Government, You 
are the ee, Mr. Speaker, you are the creator of Governmcnt, 
Mr. Speaker. You are super-Government, Mr, speaker... (laughtr) 

a a | 


Hon, R.O,P. Armour: On a point of order, Mr. Speake, I understand thet 
you have been through all the Malayan jungles and that this is chicken - 
thing to you, | ‘ 


aker: J have a plan for you. 


Hon. ME. Charles: Mr. Speaker, in this newspaper, there is 2 tiny 
part - the huge avalanche of communistic literature seizcd by police 
include’ the following works etc. etc. etc., -— Mine camps by Adolph 
Hitler, Now, Mr. Speaker, if there was one man who wag not a 
Communist, it was Adolph Hitler, he was in fact a Nazis, he was not a 
communist, And when his AF ich is recognised and accepted reading in 
most of the Universities of the World, not only U.W.I., is considered 
communist reading, ‘to be destroyed er bs police officer, Mr. Speaker, I - 
regret thet ‘a again cannot accept this clause. 


Mr. Speaker, the last speeker, the member for Rosesu south said 
that he had the greetest respect for the police because they were 
treined men, I agree with him, but. Mr. Speaker, they arc not treincd 
when it comes to deciding whet is and what is not commmnist literature. 
Mr, Speaker, I am quite prepared to @ccept that where a magistrate _ 
has decided thet certein publications brought in a charge before her 
or before him are in fact prejudicial to the interest of defence, 
public safety, public order, and public morelity that an order can be 
made by thet Magistrate to dustroy these books; rathor than have an 
ordvr to return the books, the order can be made to destroy. But 
when you sec this wide list of non-communist literature referred to, | 
I must say that. I find it difficult. For instance where are. these 
things going to be taken? I have brought with me, Mr. Speaker, with 
your ‘permission, if you may Xllow me to refer to then’ today “ magarines 
which I get in the post every day. I don't know why, it may be that 
some: friend of mine on the other side has put me on the mailing. list, 
but: I get from Cuba, from Bulgeria, from Poland, from China, from 
Russia, etc. These of course reach my waste paper basket, not because 
I don't thinlz: they are .of value, but it is because [I mana got the 
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time to read thon, There.aro other things that I-find ::orce worthwhile 
reading, but I will leave them with you und tell me whether you think 
they are cummmistic in approach, beautiful pictures. Mind, the 
communists are spending a lot of time on propaganda, a lot of money 

on propagand:., beautiful and informativ:: books and pictures. 


Spehker: J suggest that you don't take them back home. 


Hon. ME. Charles: I never take them back howc, Mr. Swaker, but 
Should the goverment decide, and Mr.. Speaker, with you, as I have 
said, super government, I willbe sure that the Government will make 
every attempt to find a reason for finding something wrong with me, 

And I am sure thet they would perhaps come and search, They are 
welcoms to search and I assure you my paper baskets arc full of these 
matters, some unopened which come through the mail, And there must ..” 
be many other people, because T don't. think thet I em thet important, 
there must be other people who have these things too, And so how 

easy it would be then to freme up a verson on this point. However, 


I am saying this thet I do not oie thet a member of the Police. 
7 


Aus 


Force, I agree thet they can seize /bodks, but T think that they must 
not be destroyed unless the Magistrate gives an order to destroy them, 


Now, Mr. Speaker, we come to nerhaps the most important clause, 
as far as I 4m concerned in my profession, md that is clause 5. Hr. 
Speaker, never, never will I have it seid and willT howe it changed 
that & porson is found guiity before he is tried and he must prove | 
his innocence after he has been said that he is guilty. ° Mr. Spesker; °° 
I know that there are exceptions to this, and even in our Stetute 
Books there are tivo exceptions, that under the Narcotics Act and that 
under ths Pirearms Act, where possession is deemed, & person has. to ,;. 
prove that in fact they are not in possession, But, Mr. Speaker, 
this is a matter of practical fact. If I am in a room in which I have some 
control and narcotics are found, I must explain that in@ict ‘Tam not.’ 
in possession of these narcotics, If I am in a car in which narcotics 
are found, I imst explain that in fact { am not in possession of those 
narcotics, that is understandable because prima facie I an In possession 
of it. But, tr, Speaker, here you arc goings to pick up anybody, and let 
us fac® it, since that law was passed, though it did not say that 
people had to cut their hair, every man jack has cut his hair, there 
is no longer 2 badge to look for, in fact the neatest little cuts you 
find now are on those who did have the locks, it seemed to have had 
a good effect on the hair, it seems to have trained and discipline, 
the hair, so now the locks have disappeared very nice clean hair cuts 
are being seen all round town. But, a speaker, since there is no 
longer a badce even to de found, do you mean that anybody can be picked 
ups And Me, Speaker, I know, and [ know that Mr. Premier does not 
like it to be said, and I know my friends the Police don't like it to 
be said, at least most of them don't like it to be said. But, Nr. 
Speaker, there is police brutality still going on, TI have evidence 
of it, and I have taken the evidence to the place where it should be 
considered ~ to the Police “hief snd as I said before, I still say 
again there are certain special constebles who should not be in the 
Constabulary and I say that this must be looked into cuickly because 
force begets force. And if yor. ave going to meke people think that 
the man in authority has the right to bludgeon his victim, thet victin 
when he goes, out will bludgeon me cnd you his victim, Mr. Syecker, thet 
is if you ea th him first . But the import-nt thing I am saying Sir, 
I cannot accept that we mist change our principles of British justice, 
We have adopted the method thet 2 man is innocent until he is, proved 
guilty and this clause is changing it. Because, Hr. Speaker, how 
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does the man prove he is not a member of @ society. The police can 
prove that he is a member - they will Say that there was a certain 
meeting at a certain house, so, so, so, were there, these two were 

self confessed members, they were there, they discussed so and so, we 
heard what they discussed, and this is what they were discussing, they . 
were talking about this as being so and so, and these therefore are 
members of the society. How is the man to prove that he is not a 
member of the society? How does he go about proving it? lr. Speaker, 
this law, it is true that weve accepted the principle that in six 
months' time that it will be reviewed, but Mr. Speaker, there may be 
election before six months' time and Mr. Speeker, you may not then be 
Super-Government, Mr. Speaker, you may then be qn ordinary man on the 
street, would you like it that people not like myself, but more malicious 
then myself, have you picked as a Drerd? No, Mr. Speeker, let us 

look at ourselves,.... (interruption) 


Speaker: When the role is cellec up yonder I'll be there. (laughter) 


Hon. ME, Charles: ‘So, Mr. Speeker, I think cuite frankly that this 
clause must not be allowed. We must still allow the Police to find 

the evidence and prove the case, I know it is difficult, we recognised 
this when we passed the law at the last meeting ~ how do you prove 

aman is a Dread, But there are ways of doingit, and difficult though 
it may be it is a job for the police, And if it is necessary let us 
get them the expertise, if they haven't got it, from outside to enable 
them to do it. Let us not hamstring them, but let us not change 

our general principles of justice for the purpose of this law. 


fnd then, fi. Speaker, we have the most evil of all, the commencement 
date of this, the 21st of November, 1974. llind you, judging by my 
remarks about Public Officers that this clause being completely uscicss, 
you might say that this doesn't matter because in fact you could pick 
them up at the time and use the Civil Service Act on them to dismiss 
them, and there is no need to have a special clause saying that 
they are in fact criminals. But, Mr. Speaker, I can see no reason 
ever for retroactive legislation. If the draft is faulty, it is a 
fault that all of us in this House must say mea culpa to, because it 
certainly was the child of this House. 4nd if therefore there is a 
time liapse of two wecks, when some people might have escaped because we 
didn't have this, let them escape. Set us start from here afresh and 
anew, and let the Gazetting be done promptly so that law can become 
effective. But, Mr. Speaker, from what I have said, the only clause 
which will stand is clause 6 and there is no need therefore to make it 
retroactive. On this Bill, Mr. Speeker, I regret that I can only 
supvort clause 6, 


Speaker: It has been moved and seconded that this bill be read a second 
time, Those in fevour? Those against? Wht is it, the Ayes or 
the Noes? 


Hon, Premicr: Division. 


Hon, ReO.P. Armour; Division. Patrick wants us to know who is against 
and who is for, (Aside. Hon. Premicr: Man shut up. ) , 


Speaker: The Ayes have it. - Mrs Picrre I have declared the Ayes have» 
ih. Iiverybody scems to be nervous this morning, I seem to be the only 
onc going at the ordinary cool pacc. Mrs Pierre read the bill a second 
time, 


Clerk; Prohibitcd and Unlowful Societies and Associations (Amendment) 
Act, 1974. 


Speaker: The bill now stands committed to a Committee of thc whole 
House to be considered clause by clause, 


(House in Committee) 


Chairman: The House is in Committee, Cinuse 1. The question is that 
clause 1 stand part of the bill. Those in favour? ‘The against? 
The Ayes have it, | 


Hon. R.O.P, Armour; Mo. 
Mir. Armour, 
Chairman; /That's the title to the Bill, The Ayes have it. 
Clauss 2. The question is that clause stand part of the bill. 
Those in favour? Those against? The Ayes hove it. 


Clause 3, 
Hon, M.E. Charles: I move thet clause 3 be deleted, 
Hon. A, Moise: T sccond the motion, 


Chairmen: It is not necess-rv to second » motion in Committee, so 
you can just move without ©» seconder,. 
Those in favour of the deletion of clause 3. 


Hon, R.O.P, Armowe: No. (l-ughter) After all Mr. Speaker, you know 
where my vote is, | 


Chairman: The Nocs have it. The question is thst clause 3 stand part 
Of tba, DLL, those: in favour? Those against? The Ayes have it, 


Clause 4, The question is that clause 4 stand pert of the bill. 
Thase in favour? Those against? The Aycs have it. 
Clause 5, 


Hone ME. Charles: JI move that clause 5 be deleted. - to prove that 
he is not a Dread. No. | 


Chairman; That's how it is in the Communist system, 


Hon, MB. Charles: We are not in the Communist system. 
Chairman: It would please those who it seoms to offend, IT don't 

know howthatcan be done..... (interruption) I am merely discussing 
with my learned friend as a lawyer, I am not interfering in the pro-: 
cesdines of the flouse. Off the cuff discourse, : 


Those in favour of the dcletion?. Those egainst? The Ifoes have. 


have it, The question is thet clause-5 stand part of the bill, Those : 


in favour? Those against? The Ayes have it. 


Clause 6. The question is thet clause 6 stand part of the bill. 
Those in@ivour? Those against? The Ayes have it, 


Clause 7. 


Hon. M.E. Charles: I move thet clause 7 be deleted. 


fe 


Chairman: Those in favour of the deletion of clause 7. The Noes 
have it, 


The question is that claus. 7 stand part of the bill. Those 
in favour? Those against? The Ayes have it. If you are not 
satisficd that the Ayos have it you can alweys ask for a Division, | 


Hon. M.E, @harles: Mr. Speakor, I think really out of courtesy to 
the Housc, we should be told when Ministers don't attend why they 
haven! + attended, They may have excused themselves to you, but we 
don't know, The Minister of Home Affairs may be out on a Conference 
discussing the security of Dominica, and the Minister of Agriculture, 
Trade and Naturel Resources may have gone.....(Voice: He is oa 
Conference.) Well, I wouldn't know whe, tT don't listen to Radio 
Dominica, | 


Chairman: Well the House has adopted a convention so it vould soom 
that it is not neccessary to give excuses. | 


Hon. WE. charles: We don'+ want this to continue, Tir. Speaker, could 
we heave it changed? ; . 


Chairman: Jam not able to do that, the House must MOV Ciishertie ie 





Hon. Mf. Charles: Well, I will, so move with your permission, aftor | 
this particular matter, | | 
(Title and Enacting clause were called and agrecd toy 


Chairman: The guestion is that I do repor$ -the bill to the House, 
(House resumes) 

Specker:; The House resumes end I have to report thet the bill shortly 

entitled the "Prohibited snd Unlawful Societies end Associations 

(Amendment) Act, 1974", pessed through the Committee stage with no 

oemendments and the cvestion is that the Report-of the Committee be ~ 

adopted. Those in fevour? Those against? The Ayes have it. 


Hon. Premier: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move that the bill shortly — 
entitled the "Prohibited and Unlawful Secieties and Associations 
(amendment) act, 1974", be vend 2 third tims ond passed. 


Hon. B.A, Leslie: I beg to second the motion, 


Sposker: Jt has been moved and secoudd that the bill shortly entitied 
the "prohibited end Unlawful Societies and Associations (Amendment) 

Act, 1974" be road a third time and passed, Those in favour? Those 
against? | oe wpe 


Hon. R.O.P, Armour: fay wa have © Division on this bill? (Voiee: No) 
Ir. Speaker, thet's an ordinary request. 


Speaker; I sccm to think that it is mandatory, I don't sce my 
having any ¢hoice whether it can or cannot be done, “ 
Clork: 

Hon. PR. John Yos — Hon. EJ. Shillingford Yes . a sass 
Hon. L.I. Austin Yes = | | Hon. R,S, Fadelle NO 
Hon, H,L, Christien Yes = = > ~‘Hon. P,A.S. Stevens No | 

Hon. E,A, Leslic Yes ‘Hon. Cleve Tavernicr Yes 

Hon, A.C; Active Yes °< °° Hon: M.E, charics No | 

Hon. A, Moise ° ~ No * Hon. R.O.P, Armour Ho 


(Clerk to Speaker) 7 Ayes 5 Noes, 


